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individuality and break down Virginia, already by his aid
dismembered and divided. It will be a large stride in the
direction of the theory of the radicals, who are for reduc-
ing old States to a Territorial condition. It is centralizing,
to which he has become a convert; [it] will give the Chief
Justice an opportunity to exercise his authority on ques-
tions of habeas corpus, military arrests, etc.

The Chief Justice had also certain views on the present
condition of the blockade, and took occasion to inform the
President that his original opinion, which corresponded
with mine, had undergone quite a modification; that he is
now satisfied that closing the ports by a public or inter-
national blockade was better than to have closed them
by legislative enactment or executive order, in effect a
municipal regulation. Artful dodger. Unstable and unre-
liable. When Speed made some inquiry on these matters,
the President stated "it related to one of the early and most
unpleasant differences we had ever had in Cabinet." It
was one of the subjects that made me distrust and doubt
Chase, who, while fully assenting to my opinions in our
private conversations, did not vigorously sustain me in a
Cabinet discussion.

The Spanish mission being vacant, it was asked if any
of the number wished it. Whether it was intended as a
polite tender to Usher I know not, or jto any other, but I
think not to any one but Usher, and perhaps not to him,
This mission is a sort of plaything in the hands of Seward.
The truth is, there is little utility in these legations near
the governments of foreign potentates, but they are con-
venient places for favorites or troublesome fellows who
are to be sent away.

March 10, Friday. At the Cabinet to-day Seward could
not suppress his delight over intelligence, just received,
that the Danish-French ironclad sold to the Rebels was
stopped at Corunna. We have had multitudinous and
various pieces of intelligence respecting this vessel, none